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Gu�ded by the asp�rat�on to bu�ld a thr�v�ng nat�on powered by sk�lled human
resources and local technolog�cal �nnovat�on, we have embarked on enhanc�ng the
capab�l�t�es w�th�n Türk�ye's startup ecosystem by collaborat�ng w�th the partner
organ�zat�ons and �nd�v�duals across EMEA and beyond. Th�s comm�tment �s
embod�ed �n our projects l�ke TEKNOFEST Aerospace and Technology Fest�val, Take
Off Startup Summ�t, Deneyap Technology Workshops, B�l�m Türk�ye, and T3 Startup
Center. Add�t�onally, we extend scholarsh�ps and var�ous �ncent�ves to students and
teams engaged, further contr�but�ng to the�r personal and profess�onal development
�n sc�ence, technology, and related f�elds.

Take Off �s organ�zed w�th�n TEKNOFEST, wh�ch �s the largest aerospace and
technology fest�val �n the world. TEKNOFEST has been organ�zed s�nce 2018 �n order
to arouse �nterest and cur�os�ty of people, from all walks of l�fe, �n sc�ence and
technology �n collaborat�on w�th organ�zat�ons that play a cr�t�cal role �n develop�ng
technology and under the stewardsh�p of the Turk�sh Technology Team Foundat�on
and M�n�stry of Industry and Technology of the Republ�c of Türk�ye. As T3 Startup
Center, we prov�de �nvestment to startups and tra�n young people. In th�s context, a
spec�al TEKNOFEST Startup Program �s organ�zed for teams at un�vers�ty level and
above who part�c�pated �n the compet�t�ons held w�th�n TEKNOFEST between 2018
and  2023 and made �t to the f�nals, under the execut�on of T3 Startup Center. Thus, a
total of 3 m�ll�on TRY f�nanc�al support was prov�ded to 24 startups �n the 1st term of
TEKNOFEST Startup Program, wh�ch we launched �n 2022, and 3.6 m�ll�on TRY
f�nanc�al grant was prov�ded to 16 startups �n the 2nd Term. Moreover, we prov�de
technology tra�n�ng to m�ddle and h�gh school students w�th�n the scope of
Deneyap Technology Workshops. At the Turk�sh Technology Team Foundat�on, we
enable ch�ldren of var�ous ages to engage w�th and enhance the�r sk�lls �n sc�ence
and technology through �n�t�at�ves l�ke "B�l�m Türk�ye" and “Keş�f Kampüsü.” As the
Turk�sh Technology Team Foundat�on, we a�m to real�ze the Nat�onal Technology
In�t�at�ve �n all f�elds by tra�n�ng young people who can compete w�th the world �n
sc�ence and technology.

TURKISH TECHNOLOGY TEAM

WE AIM TO contrıbute to NATIONAL TECHNOLOGY INITIATIVE WITH
THE PROJECTS AND STUDIES WE ARE CARRYING OUT.

WITH A GOAL OF TÜRKİYE THAT DEVELOPS TECHNOLOGY
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Take Off startup summit

Take Off has rap�dly developed �nto a d�st�ngu�shed startup event, attract�ng over a
total of 800 startups from mult�ple countr�es, engag�ng w�th more than 170 em�nent
speakers, and draw�ng �n �nvestors and experts from prest�g�ous organ�zat�ons �n the
past 6 years.

As Take Off, we are comm�tted to cult�vat�ng a dynam�c reg�onal entrepreneur�al
ecosystem that fosters synergy among d�verse part�c�pants and the�r collect�ve
expert�se. Th�s platform allows startups to engage w�th establ�shed ent�t�es, ga�n
�ns�ghts from success stor�es, panels and keynotes, rece�ve mentorsh�p, part�c�pate �n
�nvestment meet�ngs, and cruc�ally showcase the�r �nnovat�ons. Furthermore, �t
affords �nvestors the opportun�ty to explore p�oneer�ng solut�ons presented by
startups from across the world.
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Inaugurated �n September 20-23, 2018, at Istanbul A�rport, Take Off Startup
Summ�t w�tnessed an �mpress�ve debut. Rece�v�ng over 1,000 appl�cat�ons from
more than 100 countr�es, the summ�t hosted 200 �nternat�onal startups as well
as host�ng 60 esteemed speakers and panel�sts. It culm�nated �n reward�ng the
top 10 domest�c startups w�th a comprehens�ve 10-day boot camp �n San
Franc�sco, wh�le the top 15 �nternat�onal startups rece�ved f�nanc�al �ncent�ves
and comprehens�ve support to move the�r startup to Türk�ye.

In 2021, Take Off Istanbul attracted over 900 startup appl�cat�ons from more
than 80 countr�es, alongs�de 156 mentor appl�cat�ons from over 30 countr�es.
The event, hosted at Atatürk A�rport from September 20-22, featured 99
startups, 46 mentors, and 36 support�ng �nst�tut�ons from 33 countr�es, w�th a
64% mult�nat�onal part�c�pat�on rate. The top three startups were awarded
$20,000, $10,000, and $5,000, respect�vely, demonstrat�ng the summ�t’s
comm�tment to foster�ng reg�onal entrepreneur�al talent.

2021 İstanbul

Take Off Istanbul rece�ved 944 appl�cat�ons from 62 countr�es �n 2022 and
hosted 68 startups, 23 alumn� startups, 32 speakers, 61 �nvestors, 32 mentors,
and 22 �nst�tut�ons from 18 countr�es �n total. The summ�t went on at the 5
d�fferent zones, l�sted below, s�multaneously. Take Off İstanbul pr�zes were
$20,000, $15,000, and $10,000 for the top three startups.

2022 İstanbul

Take Off 2019 saw a surge �n appl�cat�ons surpass�ng the 1,000 threshold,
rece�v�ng appl�cat�ons from over 100 nat�ons. The summ�t, hosted at Atatürk
A�rport from September 16-19, 200 startups, supported by 100 mentors, 4
keynote speakers, and 8 panel�sts. The summ�t's conclus�on saw the top 15 local
startups rece�ve an �mmers�ve 10-day boot camp �n San Franc�sco, wh�le the
lead�ng 15 �nternat�onal startups were granted f�nanc�al awards and ass�stance
to establ�sh operat�ons �n Türk�ye.

Take Off Startup Summ�t’s f�rst dest�nat�on abroad became Azerba�jan. The
summ�t rece�ved 292 startup appl�cat�ons from 32 countr�es. Take Off Baku
hosted 141 entrepreneurs, 20 speakers, 28 corporate experts, 21 �nvestors, and 14
jury members from 22 countr�es at Crystal Hall between May 26 and 28, 2022.
Take Off Baku pr�zes were $15,000, $10,000, and $5,000 for the top three
startups.

2022 Baku

Prevıous years
2018 İstanbul

2019 İstanbul
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take off 2023

Take Off has gone through drast�c changes �n �ts 6th year. Take Off has been
empowered by �ts 10 sponsors and 30 partners �n 2023 as well as �ts three organ�zers,
grow�ng �ts �mpact. Take Off İstanbul attracted 1,252 appl�cat�ons from 43 countr�es
th�s year. D�fferent from prev�ous years, Take Off has become a platform for startups
of var�ous levels such as pre-seed, early-stage, and growth-stage. The summ�t hosted
184 �nternat�onal startups and offered opportun�t�es for meet�ngs w�th 43
�nst�tut�ons, over 40 mentors, and more than 76 �nvestors. The comprehens�ve setup
�ncluded a ma�n stage, partner booths, and �nvestor lounge, emphas�z�ng �ts
s�gn�f�cance as a reg�onal startup hub. Culm�nat�ng �n a remarkable d�splay of
�nnovat�on and entrepreneur�al sp�r�t, Take Off awarded 26 d�fferent startups w�th 18
d�fferent pr�zes.
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pre take off ankara & İzmİr

Pre-Take Off, a prel�m�nary event for evaluat�ng Turk�sh pre-seed and early-stage startups
apply�ng to Take Off İstanbul, was �naugurated th�s year. It took place �n Ankara and İzm�r
as part of the TEKNOFEST Aerospace and Technology Fest�val. The startups competed �n
var�ous technology categor�es, �nclud�ng Barr�er-Free L�v�ng Technolog�es, Transportat�on
and Mob�l�ty Technolog�es, Agr�cultural Technolog�es, Tour�sm Technolog�es, Aerospace
And Defense Technolog�es, Educat�onal Technolog�es, Env�ronment, Energy and Cl�mate
Technolog�es, Health and Qual�ty L�fe Technolog�es, Commun�cat�on Technolog�es,
D�saster Management Technolog�es and Game , present�ng �n category-spec�f�c stages.

At Pre-Take Off, each startup p�tched on a stage correspond�ng to the�r technology
category. W�th�n Pre-Take Off, 75,000 TRY monetary pr�ze was awarded to the top pre-
seed startups and 150,000 TRY to the lead�ng early-stage startup �n each category,
total�ng 2,100,000 TRY �n pr�zes among 20 startups. The most successful startups at Pre-
Take Off ga�ned entry �nto the Take Off Startup Summ�t.
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Take off Prelude:
a day of ınsıght and connectıon

Take Off Prelude: A Day of Ins�ght and Connect�on," offered �ns�ghts �nto the Turk�sh
startup ecosystem and valuable network�ng for �nvestors. The roundtable led by Mr.
Cüneyt Selçuk h�ghl�ghted Türk�ye's allure for early-stage �nvestments and sparked a
Q&A that deepened understand�ng among attendees. The even�ng recept�on expanded
network�ng opportun�t�es, sett�ng a collaborat�ve tone for the upcom�ng Take Off
Istanbul Startup Summ�t and prom�s�ng growth for Turk�sh startups globally.
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take off İstanbul
5-6 december, 2023



Startup Booths

19 growth, 41 early and 38 pre-seed stage
startups competed at Take Off Istanbul.
Growth and early startups had the
opportun�ty to showcase and p�tch the�r
products and serv�ces at the�r booth to
over 8,000 v�s�tors, most of whom are
entrepreneursh�p and technology
enthus�asts. Total of 1,914 1-1 meet�ngs
w�th 46 mentors and 76 �nvestors took
place at the startup booths and �nvestor
lounge. The meet�ngs focused on the
startups' needs. 
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Partner Booths
27 organ�sat�ons exh�b�ted w�th the�r booths out of 43 �nst�tut�on. They shared the�r
booths w�th the startups that they support and fund.

These partner organ�zat�ons, espec�ally act�ve �n entrepreneur�al act�v�t�es �n Türk�ye,
engaged �n collaborat�ve d�scuss�ons w�th startups for two days.

stronger together with our partners
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ınvestor lounge

Coveted f�gures and stalwarts from the �nvestment sphere graced the Investor Lounge,
where more than 70 v�s�onary �nvestors engaged �n personal�zed, one-on-one sess�ons
w�th enterpr�s�ng m�nds. W�th�n th�s exclus�ve doma�n, a symphony of connect�ons
unfolded where �nvestors and entrepreneurs forged dest�n�es, bespoke �nvestment
sess�ons sculpted entrepreneur�al futures, and network�ng oppourtun�t�es �ntertw�ned
�nst�tut�ons w�th the maestros of venture funds, all woven together across two �mpactful
days.
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Lorem �psum dolor s�t amet,
consectetur ad�p�sc�ng el�t, sed
do e�usmod tempor �nc�d�dunt ut
labore et dolore magna al�qua.
Ut en�m ad m�n�m ven�am, qu�s
nostrud exerc�tat�on ullamco
labor�s n�s� ut al�qu�p ex ea
commodo consequat. 

Maın stage

30 �nfluent�al speakers capt�vated the aud�ence on
the ma�n stage, shar�ng the�r exper�ences, v�s�ons,
and accompl�shments to �nsp�re the startup
ecosystem throughout the 2 days. They covered a
w�de array of top�cs, rang�ng from art�f�c�al
�ntell�gence to global f�nance and technolog�es,
prov�d�ng �nvaluable �ns�ghts to entrepreneurs.

ınspırıng speeches
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Maın stage

On the f�rst day, 10 growth and 10 early-stage startups, selected after the evaluat�ons
conducted dur�ng one-on-one meet�ngs w�th mentors and �nvestors, were announced
by İrem Bayraktar on the ma�n stage. These chosen startups then presented �n front of
the jury, compet�ng for the grand pr�zes.

Startup competıtıon

pıtchıng by top 10 Early startups

pıtchıng by top 10 growth startups
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sıde stage

Pre-seed startups found chance to p�tch the�r startups on the s�de stage th�s year.
Add�t�onally, 2 workshops took place on the s�de stage: Startup101 by Murat Can Dem�r
and Haste slowly by Sadullah Uzun. The s�de stage also hosted a talkshow w�th 2
exper�enced entrepreneurs.
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PANEL: Woman
Shap�ng The Future

METU Demoday

Top 10 Growth
Startups’ P�tches

Top 10 Early
Startups’ P�tches

Ahu Serter 

Duygu Eren

Dr. Özge Akbulut

Contact-based
Non-destruct�ve Test�ng
through Aer�al Robot�cs

Inara Val�yeva

Enabl�ng Tech Future of
Central Euras�a

İrem Bayraktar
Aksakal

Announcement
of Top Startups

Jean-Yves Le Gall
The New World Space Order 

D�ma Djan�

Respons�ble F�nance and
Art�f�c�al Intell�gence

Prof. Dr. M�rko Kovac

Robot�cs Test�ng Grounds for
Susta�nab�l�ty Robot�cs
Innovat�on

Serdar Gürbüz
T3 Foundat�on Presentat�on

Member of the Board of Trustees, T3
Foundat�on

Founder and D�rector, Laboratory of
Susta�nab�l�ty Robot�cs - EMPA

CEO, H�ghL�ght Dynam�cs

Founder, Fark Labs & Arya

General Manager, Ke�retsu Forum Türk�ye 

Former Pres�dent, the Internat�onal
Astronom�cal Federat�on

Group CEO, H�jra

Cha�rperson, Innovat�on and D�g�tal
Development Agency of Azerba�jan

Member of the Board of D�rectors, T3
Foundat�on
D�rector, Take Off Startup Summ�t

december 5
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Mehmet Fat�h Kacır

Nat�onal Technology In�t�at�ve
& Türk�ye’s Startups

Ebru Dorman
L�v�ng Beyond Dreams

Hande Ç�l�ng�r 

How to Bu�ld a Global
Software Bus�ness

N�lhan Onal
Gökçetek�n

Dr�v�ng Pos�t�ve
Impact v�a Innovat�on &
Entrepreneursh�p

Vehb� Çağrı Güngör

Nav�gat�ng the New Front�er:
5G and Beyond

Kazım Köseoğlu

The V�s�on of
Entrepreneursh�p �n the
Second Century of Türk�ye

Emre Kenc�

Pers�stence & Opt�m�sm: Key
Elements of Entrepreneursh�p She�kh Mansoor B�n

Khal�fa Al-Than�

The Impact of Global
Ecosystem Integrat�on on
Deep-tech Investment

Prof. Dr. Hakan
Karataş

Double Transformat�on of
Behav�oral Fundamentals
for Entrepreneursh�p

Levent Özb�lg�n
Innovat�on at the Speed of AI

Ahu Serter 

How to Invest �n
Better Future

Selçuk Bayraktar 
Speech

december 6

Game&App Academy

VC Panel

Banu Korgül

Alper Güzel 

Murat Onuk 

Mehmet
Keteloğlu 

Cenk
Bayrakdar 

Serdar Gürbüz 

Kenan Çolpan

Mehru Aygül 
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M�n�ster of Industry and Technology of
the Republ�c of Türk�ye

Independent Board D�rector, Angel
Investor, Author

Ch�ef Network Technolog�es Off�cer,
Turkcell Member of the Board, Esas Hold�ng

Co-Founder & CEO, Ins�der

V�ce Pres�dent, Republ�c of Türk�ye of
Pres�dency of Defence Industr�es

Cha�rman of the Board of D�rectors,
TEKNOFEST
Cha�rman of the Board of Trustees, 
T3 Foundat�on

Cha�rman Of The Board, MBK Hold�ng

Founder, Fark Labs & Arya

Manag�ng D�rector, SB
Startup Investments 

Manag�ng Partner, Arz
Portföy 

General D�rector of Nat�onal
Technology, Republ�c of
Türk�ye M�n�stry of Industry
and Technology 

Found�ng Partner &
Manag�ng D�rector,
Revo Cap�tal 

General Partner,
Boğaz�ç� Ventures 

Member of the Board of
Trustees, T3 Foundat�on 

General Manager, Turk�sh
Entrepreneursh�p
Foundat�on 

Country D�rector,
Google 

CEO, Heps�burada 

CEO, Papara

General Manager, M�crosoft Türk�ye



AgenDa

Event Map
2023
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PRIZES
At Take Off, 26 startups were awarded w�th 18 d�fferent pr�zes w�th the contr�but�ons of 15 partner and
sponsor organ�zat�ons. The award ceremony h�ghl�ghted two growth-stage startups each w�nn�ng a
$200,000 �nvestment pr�ze. Add�t�onally, the top three early-stage startups shared a total pr�ze of 1
m�ll�on TRY. More than 10 other pr�zes, sponsored by partners and sponsors of Take Off 2023, were also
awarded. Th�s award ceremony, held on the summ�t's second day, featured Selçuk Bayraktar,
Cha�rman of T3 Foundat�on’s Board of Trustees.

$200,000 Investment Cons�d�rat�on - Co-Pr�nt
by Turk�sh Technology Team Foundat�on

$200,000 Investment Cons�d�rat�on - Syntonym
by M�n�stry of Industry and Technology of the Republ�c of Türk�ye
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Salty Energy

From Your Eyes

Kodgem

Hyperever

Kozalak

Venso Cloud

HEVI AI

Invamar
Best Early Stage Startup | ₺500,000

by ASELSAN

Best Early Stage Startup | ₺200,000
by ASELSAN

Best Woman Entrepreneur | ₺150,000
by Ford Otosan 

Best Startup | CES Exper�ence Pr�ze
by İSTKA

Best Early Stage Startup | ₺300,000
by ASELSAN

Best D�saster Management Tech Startup | $10,000
by Esas Hold�ng

Best Startup | ₺100,000
by Kuveyt Türk Katılım Bankası

Best Startup | Web Summ�t Qatar Exper�ence Pr�ze
by İSTKA
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Hyperever

ZTech - K�du

P�vony

From Your Eyes - Invamar

Clypp

Counterfake

From Your Eyes - Salty Enerj�
Best Woman Entrepreneur | Women �n Innovat�on

by KADEM

Best Startup | Akadem� Programı
by B�lg�y� T�car�leşt�rme Merkez�

Best Startup | YTU Startup House Hızlandırma Programı
YTÜ Yıldız Teknopark

Best Startup | Incubat�on Program
ICYF

Best Startup | ARYA ARPC Hızlandırma Programı
by Fark Labs

Best Startup | ITU SEED ACCELERATION PROGRAM
by İTÜ ARI Teknopark

Best Startup | Garaj Ön Hızlandırma Programı
by Albaraka Garaj Katılım Bankası
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Selected Pre-Seed | Startup Accelerat�on Program
by T3 Startup Center & Teknopark Istanbul

5D STUDIOS, Akıllı Vale, ChargeMate, DeepScope360, INOPOLYME, Medglan�s,
PALGAE, PullExo, Tulpar Innovat�on and Ma�ntenance (TIM), Vert�cal Farmers
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